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course they meet. If the debt contracted be a debt of
love and of mutual service, they will feel attracted to
each other; the Egos recognise each other, as two
friends recognise each other, though each be wearing a
new dress, and they clasp hands, not as strangers but as
friends. If the debt be one of hatred and of injury, they
shrink apart with a feeling of repulsion, each recognising
an ancient enemy, eyeing each other across the gulf of
wrongs given and received. Cases of these types must be
known to every reader, although the underlying cause
has not been known; and indeed these sudden likings
and dislikings have often foolishly been spoken of as
x< causeless," as though, in a world of law, anything
could be without a cause. It by no means follows that
Egos thus linked together necessarily re-knit the exact
relationship broken off down here by the hand of death.
The husband and wife of one earth-life might be born
into the same family as brother and sister, as father and
son, as father and daughter, or in any other blood
relationship. Or they might be born as strangers and
meet for the first time in youth or in maturity, to feel
for each other an over-mastering attraction. In how
brief a time we become closely intimate with one who
was a stranger, while we live beside another for years
and remain aliens in heart! Whence these strange affini-
ties, if they are not the remembrances in the Egos
of the loves of their past ? " I feel as if I had known
you all my life," we say to a friend of a few weeks,
while others whom we have known all our lives are to
us as sealed books. The Egos know each other, though